On Tuesday, May 19, Dylan’s House cel ebrated
the grand opening of its newest residence at 548
Judith Lane in Struthers. Asthe area’s first home
designed specifically for young adults with
autism, it offers a safe, supportive environment
focused on independence, life skills, and
community belonging. Inspired by their own
journey with their son, founders Kevin and Amy
Shope created the Mahoning Valley nonprofit to
provide independent-living opportunities for other
families. “To walk through this house and know
that those adults with autism and their families are
going to have their lives changed is unbelievable,”
Amy Shope shared. The Shopes chose to build in
Struthers after discussing city land bank lots with
Mayor Cat, quickly discovering the deeply
welcoming community was a perfect fit. In
addition to its housing programs, the organization
actively provides public education and awards
grants to support and empower autism caregivers.
L eaders hope this inaugural home isjust the
beginning of expanded support across the region.
For more information or to submit a housing
application, visit the Dylan’s House website.



Thanks to an idea from Struthers alum Michael Meuter, we
hosted our 3rd annual event with 12 juniors, in cooperation
with Struthers City Schools and Mr. Kevin Dailey. We started
at City Hall with council members Lori Gomon, Jim Baluck,
Bob Deagan, and Michael Patrick; city administrators
Christina Bohl Jackson (Auditor), Anthony Lariccia (Safety
Service Director), and Bill Minchin (Code Enforcement);
Superintendent Pete Pirone; and a guest panel.Panelists
included Girard Mayor Mark Zuppo, State Rep. Tex Fischer,
Struthers Tax Commissioner Ryan Rogalski, Western Reserve
Building Trades Rep. Justin Rance, and Zach Teter (MS
Consultants). After aQ&A, Officer Murzda gave us a quick
tour of the Police Department.Next, we visited a packed
Youngstown City Hall to watch Mayor Derrick McDowell
and YPD Chief Sharon Cole promote several officers,
followed by great advice from the Mayor in his office. We
then toured the Mahoning County Courthouse, visiting Judge
Krichbaum's courtroom and the Sheriff's basement security
offices led by Robert Regula and our own Officer “ Johnny”

M edvec—whom the students enthusiastically recognized! Page 2

Government Day

A short walk to YBI included atour from Barb Ewing,
Tanisha Wheeler, and Luke Politsky, plus a bonus
presentation from Struthers' own Zac Divencenzo (co-
founder and President of JiggerBot 3D). We then headed to
Donavito's Restaurant to eat and chat with Alan Donatelli,
followed by cake and a meet-and-greet with Brian
Palumbo at Selah Restaurant. Our final field stop was the
amost-finished Kayak Launch. Bart and Isaac from Integra
showcased the construction progress alongside council
members Jim Baluck and Lori Gomon, and Police Chief
Tim Roddy. We ended the day back at City Hall with a
great talk from Judge Jim Melone. The event gave students
aglimpse into the daily collaboration and relationship-
building required in local government, a showcasing
diverse valley career opportunities.

Special thanksto all our hosts and to our driver, Anthony
Lariccia. We had a fantastic (and musical!) group of kids
thisyear:



With the summer heat in full swing, our trees are working
overtime. Just like us, they feel the effects of long stretches
of hot, dry weather. A little extra care now can help reduce
stress, keep them healthy, and ensure they continue
providing shade, cleaner air, and beauty for yearsto come.

The good news? Keeping a tree healthy doesn’t have to be
complicated. It's much easier to spend afew minutes
doing the right thingsthan it isto try to fix years of
damage later.




The Welcome Home Ohio Project is a partnership between
the City of Struthers and Youngstown Neighborhood
Development Corp. (YNDC) to build eight new affordable
single-family homes on vacant land bank lots throughout the
city. With limited space available for larger developments, the
project uses a*“ spot building” approach to bring new housing
into established neighborhoods. Construction is being
completed by Joe Koch Construction and will include four
different home designs with both single-story and two-story
layouts. Each home will feature at |east three bedrooms, two
bathrooms, an open-concept living area, first-floor laundry, a
front porch, and a two-car garage.

The homes will be listed for sale once completed, and eligible buyers may receive down payment assistance through
Huntington Bank. Mayor Catherine Cercone Miller called the project rewarding, noting that it brings years of

planning and discussion into reality.

A massive collaborative housing project is
currently underway, made possible by a grant
awarded to the City of Struthers Land
Reutilization program from the Ohio Department
of Development’s Welcome Home Ohio grant
program. Bringing thisvision to life required
essential teamwork across multiple organizations,
starting with the City of Struthers and Mahoning
County Land Banks working together to assemble
the vacant lots. The Eden Haven Housing
Development Group stepped in to provide vital
predevel opment support, paving the way for
YNDC and Joe Koch Construction to spearhead
the actual build. This exciting initiative amsto
transform these vacant lots into beautiful new
homes, and residents are encouraged to stay tuned
for more updates as the project progresses.

More Than Donuts

To celebrate National Donut Day, The Salvation Army handed
out over 300 free donuts to community members and local
business partners. The organization extends its deepest gratitude
to everyone who volunteered, donated, and participated. This
vital community support allows The Salvation Army to provide
food, essential items, and hope to neighbors in need, helping
them continue to "Do the Most Good."
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Struthers Honors Our Veterans on Memorial Day

The City of Struthers commemorated Memorial Day on Monday, May 25, with a series of
meaningful ceremonies honoring those who served and sacrificed for our country. The day
began at 8 am. with a Marine Corps—Beirut Memorial honoring deceased Belrut veterans,
followed by a 9 am. community kayak launch remembering those lost at sea. The Main
VFW Ceremony was held at 10am at the high school, and the observances concluded with
an 11 am. AMVETS ceremony at Lake Park Cemetery.
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Struthers OfficialsAttend Annual Fallen Officers
Memorial

Chief Tim Roddy, Captain Jeremy Cramer, Safety Service
Director Anthony Lariccia, and Mayor Catherine Cercone
Miller gathered alongside neighboring law enforcement
|eaders to attend the Annual Fallen Officers Memorial,
graciously hosted by the Mahoning County Sheriff’s Office
and the Youngstown Police Department F.O.P. Together, they
stood in solemn remembrance of the brave men and women
who made the ultimate sacrifice while protecting and serving
their communities—a dedication and selflessness that will
never be forgotten.

They held a special place in our hearts to honor our own
fallen Struthers Police Department Officers, John Harkins
and Raymond Darwich. Their service and sacrifice remain a
permanent, revered part of our city’s history, and their legacy
continues to live on through every officer who proudly wears
the badge in service to our community today.The ceremony
served as a poignant reminder that behind every badgeis an
unwavering commitment to serve others, even at the greatest
personal cost. We remain forever grateful to all fallen officers
and the families they left behind; may we never forget their
sacrifice.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — In a concerted push to secure vital federal investments for the
Mahoning Valley, Struthers Mayor Catherine Cercone Miller, safety service director
Anthony Lariccia, and Austintown Trustee Robert Santos joined a delegation of regional
officials on Capitol Hill this past June. Participating in the Youngstown/Warren Regional
Chamber Fly-In, the trio presented a unified front to federal lawmakers. The underlying
message of the trip was clear: while Mahoning Valley communities bear different names
on the map, their economic and developmental goals are inextricably linked. According to
the delegation, taking the Valley's narrative directly to Washington is essential for ensuring
the region is not overlooked when federal resources are allocated. During the advocacy
event, local leaders lobbied for support across several critical sectors, with discussions
centering heavily on infrastructure upgrades, public safety enhancements, workforce
development, and broader quality-of-life initiatives. "The Valley has always been built on
resilience, hard work, and collaboration," Mayor Miller noted, emphasizing the strategy
behind the joint trip. "By standing together and speaking with one voice, we can continue
attracting resources, creating opportunities, and building a brighter future for the people
we serve. "Advocates argued that a unified Valley voice significantly strengthens the
region's priorities and dramatically increases the chances of securing federal backing. The
collaborative effort drew praise from both local participants and the federal representatives
who hosted them. The trip also featured lighter moments of regional pride, most notably
when U.S. Rep. Mike Carey made a point to declare to attendees that Struthers' own
Elmton restaurant serves the best pizza in the Valley. For leaders like Miller, Lariccia, and
Santos, the Chamber fly-in underscored a fundamental political reality for Northeast Ohio:
the future of the Mahoning Valley hinges on the willingness of its individual municipalities
to cross city limits and advocate as one.

R Rt



Volunteers from local organizations, including
Struthers Rotary, The Struthers R.O.A.R., the
Garden Club, The Struthers Cheerleaders, The
Struthers Football team, The Struthers Interact Club,
Struthers Hardhats and other students from SHS,
SMS and SES worked alongside our Parks
Department and Street Department to put another
successful Struthers Community Clean-Up Day in
the books! Held on Saturday, May 30th, from 8:00
AM to 12:00 PM, residents brought their family and
friendsto join forces in planting, landscaping, and
cleaning up around the city. It was afantastic
morning of community beautification and a perfect
opportunity for everyone to work together to keep
our neighborhoods looking their very best.

Habitat

for Humanity®
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By Karen Edwards

When Ryan Goist became President of Struthers Rotary for 2025-2026, his
vision was simple: make Rotary’s impact visible and unite the community
through service. The club strengthened its brand with new canopies, Rotary-
branded ducks, newsletters, and expanded social media. It also grew its
community partnerships by welcoming Struthers R.O.A.R. and the Struthers
Garden Club into the Struthers Rotary Community Corps. R.O.A.R. celebrated
WKTL’s 60th anniversary and was named Club of the Year, while the Garden
Club received the district’s Operation Pollination Award. Throughout the year,
Rotary members put Service Above Self into action—supporting police, fire,
parks, and street departments; youth football; baseball; Habitat ReStore; Easter
activities, Maplecrest caroling; Summer Art Camp; and Sleep in Heavenly
Peace, where members helped physically build beds. Fundraising reached a
new level with the club’sfirst golf cart raffle, launched at the Taste of Struthers
and ending at the Lucky Duck Race. The renewed energy brought 18 new
members—an extraordinary year of growth. Ryan’s leadership gained district-
wide recognition through speaking engagements, leadership training in
Columbus, and a Rotary podcast appearance. The year concluded with an
emotional President’s Dinner and the transition to President Lisa Daprile.
Ryan’s greatest message was gratitude—to the members who supported new
ideas, embraced change, and worked together to make a difference.

and worked together to make a difference. United in
purpose. Visiblein service. Stronger together
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